WINSTON JEROME LINDSLEY

Background:

I am the founder and president of I.T.I.C.  I attribute my business success to personal relationships established over many years of face-to-face contacts and trust-building interactions.  The personal integrity I bring to these business relationships grows directly from my distinctive family background, which provides me with deep roots and a powerful set of life experiences.

My great grandmother (Jessie Jerome) was first cousin to the mother of Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and my relatives include the family of John Deere, founder of the international stalwart John Deere Tractor Company.  A summer spent with family at John Deere headquarters in Moline, Illinois, at age 12 helped spark my early interest in automobiles.

Branching out on my own, I started International Technological Information Consultants (I.T.I.C.), an automotive training company, in 1978.  I acquired a large motor home that I customized to include living quarters and stocked with 4,000 pounds of automotive equipment, including 5,000 tools and a complete diagnostic center and machine shop.

From 1980 to 1981, I worked in the industrial city of Yanbu, Saudi Arabia, where I.T.I.C. managed contracts for the General Motors dealer that was under contract supporting a $150 billion construction project for the Royal Commission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  From 1981-91, I worked as a GM Diplomatic Representative, started global shipping operations, sold Embassy of USSR GM fleet, and worked for U.S. Government FBI, soviet Counter Intelligence Group.

Using my international experience in the Middle East as a springboard, I expanded I.T.I.C.'s interests to the Former Soviet Union where I became involved in shipping, vehicle sales, GM dealer financing, spare parts sales and business development.  I also successfully arranged and managed a $10 million, privately funded loan agreement from 1992 until 1999 for the first General Motors franchised dealer in the FSU.

The fateful day:
On April 29, 2002, I had an aneurysm on my aorta which caused internal bleeding.  I was flown to Inova Fairfax Hospital to undergo immediate surgery to repair the tear in my heart.  The surgery took about three hours, but I was in the Operating Room for seven and half hours due to the bleeding that followed; only one in ten people survive this procedure.  A few days after my surgery when I woke up, they discovered that I had had a stroke (this often happens as a result of the surgery I had).  As a result of the stroke, which affected the left side of my brain, I was totally paralyzed on the right side of my body.  I have now regained most of my strength back.  My ability to speak has been impacted; I suffer from aphasia and apraxia.  I can understand and think as I did normally but the words do not come out correctly - this is improving but it is going to take quite a bit of time.  I am seeing a speech therapist three times a week which is helping, as are my friends.  APHASIA IS A COMMUNICATION DISABILITY caused by damage to the language centers of the brain, as the result of a stroke.  It is not a loss of intelligence.  Depending on where and to what extent the brain is injured, each person with aphasia has a unique set of language disabilities.  While intelligence remains intact, abilities to speak, understand spoken language, read or write may be reduced or eliminated.

I continue to have miraculous success in my recovery.  The relearning of speech that I am doing is some of the most challenging work I have in my life to date.  Like my ancestors, I "will not give up the ship."  And my story goes on...

Life after aneurysm:

September 2002:

Gennady Ozerov, my good friend and business partner, died of complications due to the injuries from a plane accident in Krasnoyarsk, Russia.

2003 schedule:

Canberra, Australia; Melbourne, Australia; Singapore; Phuket, Thailand; London; Ann Arbor, Michigan; Newburgh, New York; Moscow, Russia; Krasnoyarsk City, Russia; Bahrain; Kuwait; London; Newburgh, New York; Ann Arbor, Michigan.

2002, 2003, 2004:

I attended three six-week Residential Aphasia Programs at the University of Michigan.

2004 schedule:

Quepos, Costa Rica; Kuwait; San Francisco, CA; Hong Kong; Melbourne, Australia.

2005 schedule:

Auckland, New Zealand; Santiago, Chile; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Quepos, Costa Rica; Sun Valley, Idaho.

May 2006:

I got an iPod.  It has proven very handy as I have it loaded with the speech practice videos as well as the software.  I will be speaking at the Aphasia conference in June 2006 and will show the attendees that now there is a technology that can be used to make speech therapy more accessible to more people.  By showing the audience how easy it is and how accessible, they can then tell their associates and the idea can move forward, becoming another tool for speech therapy.

June 2006:

I attended the National Aphasia Association's "Speaking Out!" Conference in Boston, Massachusetts.  With the permission from the speakers, I videotaped them and made DVD movies of the speeches, and shared them with the aphasia patients.  They loved the videos!

December 2006:

I traveled to Australia and visited a few stroke support groups.  I met with Ms. Clare Gray of the Stroke Association of Victoria, who introduced me to several professionals in the area of stroke and aphasia studies.

June 2007:

I traveled to University of Michigan.  This time I attended a 2-day aphasia workshop, followed by "It's a RAP! Benefit Gala" organized by the Residential Aphasia Program.  During the movie premiere "The Way Back Home" featuring award winning actress Julie Harris, I had a conversation with her, who has aphasia.

June 2007:

I traveled to New York City and attended the New York Regional Aphasia Conference "A New Beginning" at the Saint Vincent's Hospital.  This conference is sponsored by International Aphasia Movement (I AM), Saint Vincent's Hospital Rehabilitation Department, The Family of Martin Bennis, and New York Aphasia Group.

July 2007:

I got an iPhone as soon as they're available.  Just like the iPod I had, I loaded the iPhone with music, movies, and pre-recorded video clips of speeches.  The speeches were read out loud by a speech pathologist or a vocal instructor.  I listened to the speeches on my earphones (some of the videos have wordings displayed on the screen), and read the speech aloud.  I practiced the speeches every day, until I was confident to make a public presentation.  Everywhere I go I have my iPod, iPhone, HP iPAQ, and a digital camera with me.  I am armed with electronic equipments to help me communicate, and it always works!

September to October 2007:

I traveled to London and Australia for five weeks with Harvey Alter, a stroke survivor and an aphasia patient.  In addition to meeting the stroke survivors at the support groups, we met with several university officials and speech pathologists.  We visited several stroke organizations and have demonstrated to their clients how I talked with the use of iPod and iPhone.  During a visit to the Stroke Association of Queensland, I met with Karen Struthers, MP member for Algester, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Health.  Another highlight of the Australian trip was we were invited to a radio show at the Australian Broadcasting Corporation and to share our experiences in stroke recovery and to tell the audience how we use our personal gadgets to help us talk.

June 2008:

I traveled to New York City and attended the Sixth National Aphasia Association "Speaking Out!" Conference.  Darlene Williamson, the Director of the Stroke Comeback Center of Oakton, Virginia, and I were invited to speak at the conference.  In addition, Darlene and I had a table and a booth set up at the exhibition.  I have gotten a lot of positive feedback when I showed the public how I talked with the help of the iPod or iPhone.  It was an unforgettable and rewarding experience!

2003 to present:

I am the Executive Board Member of the Stroke Comeback Center in Oakton, Virginia.  Darlene Williamson, a good friend of mine, has devoted tremendous amount of time and energy in helping me and other stroke survivors to learn to talk again.

September to October 2008:

London; South Africa.

December 2008 to January 2009:

Australia; New Zealand.

I have prepared a selection of helpful CDs and DVDs demonstrating speech therapy and speech practice.  You can learn more about the CDs and DVDs from my website www.WinGOGlobal.com.  I have uploaded some video clips on www.YouTube.com, with the keyword "WinGOGlobal".  Comments and feedback are always welcome.

Area of interests:

I WANT TO BE ABLE TO TALK.  I am passionate about certain things and I need to be able to share my passion.

1.  I believe it is everyone's responsibility to stop global warming.

2.  I am an activist in conserving energy.  I am installing a solar panel on my property to heat my water.

3.  I recycle.  I have a compost pile and my own garden where I grow fruits and vegetables.

4.  I support stem cell research because I believe the work being done with stem cells will move us faster to a cure for many diseases.

5.  I believe in freedom of speech.  I want everyone to be able to speak!

--

Winston Jerome Lindsley Abu Abdullah

President

WinGO Global, LLC

4913 Tydfil Ct.

Fairfax, VA 22030, U.S.A.

Tel: 703-273-8131; Mobile: 703-405-1732; Fax: 703-273-7189

Email: WinGOGlobal@gmail.com

Website: www.WinGOGlobal.com

Skype name: winston.jerome.lindsley

Keyword on www.YouTube.com: WinGOGlobal
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