This email was sent by Winston Jerome Lindsley and Gennady Ozerov to Patrick McCullough, their business partner in U.S.A., while they’re in Almaty, Kazakhstan, in 1994 or 1995.

From:   ITIC/MEP.l

To:    KRAZ

CC:    ITIC2,ITIC3,ITIC4

Subj:   The story of Gena in Uzbekhistan

From:   ITIC/MEP.l

To:    AAPAT


Subj:   Gena made it

Dear Pat,

When you go to church on Sunday serious give thanks that Gennady is still alive.  We have a deal in Uzbekhistan.  Gena is with me in Almaty and this is one of those rare moments when one of us come very close to death.  Gena had a big problem.  He got into Uzbekhistan but his passport was illegal because IT WAS AN INTERNATIONAL RUSSIAN PASSPORT AND HE WAS REQUIRED TO HAVE HIS SECOND RUSSIAN INTERNAL PASSPORT.
So they were going to arrest him while leaving Tashkent and put him in jail and take all his money.  They found this out in Tashkent when he went to leave that his passport was a serious problem.  They refused to let him leave.  He escaped from the airport within 10 minutes of being arrested.  This is his story exactly as he told it to me.  I will tell you about the deal (Caterpillar) in another message but here are his words as he told me.
I arrived to Tashkent at 3 am in the morning and passed through security and as he was leaving he lit up a cigarette and the security came up and told him it was a no smoking area.  He had to pay a ticket of about $60.00.  Savilla (my Tashkent girl friend) got him out of the airport and stayed with Gena all night and then got him to the airport the next day to go to Novai.  When he got there the police looked through his wallet and found his USA driver’s license and asked him if he was American.  Gena said no.  They searched all of his body and everything he had.

He was met by Nickoli and went to his first meeting and the guys all take bribes.  Gena spent all day in these offices and also went to see broken vehicles in open sun (official temp 113f/45c) and he was working on these cars and Gena was telling the mechanic what to do and went to Nickoli'a apartment to spend the night.  They had a meal and at about 11 pm his manager called and said he had a special line to send e-mail. He got home at about 3 am.  At 6 am they got up and went to work on another problem and he had a long talk with a guy who orders spare parts.  His name is Vladimir Celin.  At every crossroad where standing police that stop people to take money.  It doesn't matter if you have a violation or not, they will find a reason to arrest you.  If you are not doing something wrong, they will put drugs in your bag and arrest you for drugs.

When he got to Tashkent and Savilla helped him.  Gena went to a hotel and they said if we give you an apartment with that PASSPORT you could go to jail for 3 years.  So they went to an apartment to hide Gena from the police because at this point he was a fugitive.

At this point Gena said get me to Russia as it was very dangerous and they could have just taken Gena and killed him for everything he had.  Gena and Savilla's driver went to the airport.  The driver went in to get a ticket for him to smuggle him out of the country.  This effort failed and at this point Gena had NO WAY OUT.

He was going to jail because there was no way out.  Gena bagged Savilla's driver to drive him to Almaty.  They said OK but let us take you to Chemkent because it was Kazak territory.  They went there and the next flight was the next day and the flight was sold out.  There were no tickets.  Gena at this point said I'll pay you anything you ask for.  He took all his money from his bag and asked him to hide his money and so they disassembled the seat and put money there.  They successfully passed the worst part of the world the Uzbek boarder by driving without stopping.  They drove through the boarder guard at speeds over 100 miles an hour right through the boarder crossing as it was the only way out.  The police started to chase them in their car (Gena was in BMW) but they could not catch them.  When they finally got through the Kazak boarder they were also stopped by the police several times and each time they paid money.  Then they got to Bishkek in Kirgizstan (it is on the road on the way through Kazakhstan) they had an airport there and so they thought they would go to the airport.  Because they were travelling at such high speed the transmission fluid was leaking on the exhaust.  When they stopped the vehicle caught fire and Gena stopped another car and got a fire extinguisher and put out the fire before it did too much damage.  The fire was out and the car was OK.  He was very lucky because of the insulation on the catalytic converter. 

Then they went to the airport and he waited for a few hours in the early morning but the flight didn't go, so they continued to drive to Almaty.  When he got to Almaty he paid the BMW guys and called Damir and Gena was really happy to hear I was here.  He has not slept in three days.  For the very first time in his life Gena thought how he can continue to live.  One Kazak policeman went through Gena's bags and said you look like American spy.  Gena had to pay every time.  Thank god Gena had money or he would not have made it through.  It is the most dangerous place Uzbekhistan.  It is a country without law.  For the very first time in his life he had to fight for his life.

But having said all of that Gena would go back as he knows how to do it right now.  We need to get very strong support from the Gold Mine project.  Gena wants to go ahead with the Gold Mine project because he said they are unbelievably strong.  Everything is done with bribes and we do have a deal.  Gena says GOD saved us because when he went through the boarder at 100+ miles an hour, the guard could have opened fire and shot him, but they caught the guards by surprise early in the morning and made it through.
That's the story of his experience.  These types of experiences are not the kind of experiences we come here for but we must always be prepared for.  That is why it is important to have strong partners.  Kazakhstan is not like Uzbekhistan.  The difference is Kazakhstan is a much wealthier country and an example is that I told you that Uzbekhistan is not a viable market because they had NO North American cars.  People can not afford them.  If we didn't have Savilla in Tashkent, who knows what would have happened to Gennady.  I told you that the Soviet government turned the entire country into one big cotton growing field and then they grew Uzbek people (10 or 12 to a family) to pick the cotton.  Uzbek people hate Russian people for what they did to their country and the people.  I asked Gena and the guys from UMMA why did they let you in with the wrong passport and they looked at me like I was stupid.  Do you have to be a genius to figure this out.  Umma guys said Gena should have called them and they would have driven to Tashkent to get him out.

So that's it.  We went to airline to get ticket to Moscow but we still do not have a departure date.  But don't worry we are safe in Kazakhstan.  Thanks God.

Best regards from Almaty,

Winston & Gena

